
 

BT SPORT RUGBY AID IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE SUN  
LAUNCHED TO RAISE FUNDS FOR RUGBY FOR HEROES 

 
Tickets Available for Celebrity Charity Match on 4th September 2015 

 
BT Sport and Triple S Sports & Entertainment Group today launched the first ever BT Sport Rugby Aid in 
association with The Sun, a celebrity backed charity match that will see England take on the Rest of the 
World on Friday 4th September at Twickenham Stoop. Each team will include a star-studded cast of the 
world’s greatest former rugby players, celebrities and serving members of the armed forces, all battling it 
out for the inaugural Rugby Aid trophy.  
 
The England team will be captained by former England Captain and 2003 World Cup winner, Mike Tindall 
MBE and will include some of his former World Cup winning teammates alongside celebrities such as 
McBusted and Strictly Come Dancing’s Harry Judd, JLS’ JB Gill and England international goalkeeper David 
James.  
 
The Rest of the World team will contain former Lions stars Ronan O’Gara, Geordan Murphy and Shane 
Williams MBE. 
 
The charity match is in aid of Rugby For Heroes’ of which Mike Tindall MBE is Patron. Rugby For Heroes 
raises funds and awareness through the sport of rugby, the fan community and the wider professional 
player network to support military personnel who are making the transition back from military service to 
civilian life. The match will be played at Twickenham Stoop, home of Harlequins Rugby Union and will be 
broadcast live on BT Sport. 
 
Television viewers will get to watch the build up to the big match with a preview programme on BT Sport 
on Thursday 3rd September which will cover the recruitment and training of each team, as well as a live 
broadcast of the match on Friday 4th September.  
 
Rugby Aid will be played on the eve of England’s last World Cup preparation game against Ireland at 
Twickenham.  
 
Grant Best, executive director of programming and creative, BT Sport said, “We are proud to be supporting 
the first ever ‘Rugby Aid’, as the whole nation will be gripped with Rugby fever this year. The event is set 
to feature some of the biggest stars from the world of rugby whilst raising money for a fantastic cause.” 
 
Mike Tindall MBE said, “As Patron of Rugby For Heroes and a patriotic supporter of the military, I am 
delighted that we have been able to launch our first ever ‘Rugby Aid’ event with the support of BT Sport, 
Triple S Sports & Entertainment Group and The Sun, in what promises to be a phenomenal day of fun and 
sportsmanship. There are many shared values between the military and the sport of rugby; camaraderie, 
teamwork, discipline and respect. Most importantly through the great game, we will be raising funds to 
give something back and to help our military service men and women as they make the sometimes-difficult 
transition from the military back to civilian life. I urge all Rugby fans to come and support this great event 
and cause on Friday 4th September.  
 
Kenneth Shepherd of Triple S Sports & Entertainment Group added, “we are delighted to be working 
alongside BT Sport, The Sun, Rugby For Heroes and Canterbury to create this unique TV sports 
entertainment concept. It would not be possible without the endorsement of Rugby For Heroes’ patron 
Mike Tindall MBE and with the support of Peter Phillips. Hopefully this will be the first of many Rugby Aid 
events.” 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Harlequins’ Head of Business Development and former club captain Will Skinner said, “We’re really excited 
to be hosting Rugby Aid at The Stoop in September. Soccer Aid has proved to be a huge success in recent 
years and we are hoping that the rugby format will be just as popular as a number of celebs and rugby 
players combine to support a great cause.” 
 
Tickets for the event will go on sale on Saturday 30th May 2015, with prices ranging from £20 to £40. 
Money raised through profits from ticket sales and donations made by viewers during the match will go to 
Rugby For Heroes, the charity that provides financial support to help military personnel overcome 
challenges when transitioning back to civilian life.  
 
Rugby Aid’s Social Media campaign can be followed @RugbyAid2015 and @Rugbyforheroes on Twitter and 
Instagram, and also on Facebook at ‘Rugby Aid 2015’, using the hashtag #RugbyAid throughout.  
 
The event will be supported by a number of organisations. BT is the exclusive broadcast, media and 
production partner. The Sun is the main sponsor and media partner. Canterbury is the exclusive kit and 
merchandise partner. Harlequins are the exclusive event, marketing and ticket producer. 
 
 

- ENDS – 
 

Enquiries about this news release should be made to the BT Group Newsroom on its 24-hour number: 020 7356 5369. 
From outside the UK dial +44 20 7356 5369. E-Mail: newsroom@bt.com  
 
For more information on Rugby For Heroes / Mike Tindall MBE – www.rugbyforheroes.org.uk  
 
Or Please contact Gerard Franklin – Rugby For Heroes PR Director: 
T - 0121 262 3891, M – 07791 039 636, E – gerardfmg@icloud.com  
 
All news releases can be accessed at BT’s website – www.bt.com/newscentre  
 
 
About Rugby For Heroes 
Rugby For Heroes works with the rugby community, the fans and the wider professional player network helping raise 
funds to support those service men and women who are making the transition from military to civilian life. The charity 
offers practical support, guidance, mentoring and financial support to service men and women. Rugby For Heroes also 
works closely with and supports other specialist military charities such as The On Course Foundation, who support the 
recovery of wounded, injured and sick service personnel through the sport of golf and Hire A Hero, who provide help 
and practical support to service leavers and veterans with career coaching, mentoring, training and help finding 
employment.  
For more information – Website - www.rugbyforheroes.org.uk , Twitter - @Rugbyforheroes 
 
About BT 
BT is one of the world’s leading providers of communications services and solutions, serving customers in more than 
170 countries. Its principal activities include the provision of networked IT services globally; local, national and 
international telecommunications services to its customers for use at home, at work and on the move; broadband, TV 
and internet products and services; and converged fixed/mobile products and services. BT consists principally of five 
lines of business: BT Global Services, BT Business, BT Consumer, BT Wholesale and Openreach.  
 
For the year ended 31 March 2015, BT Group’s reported revenue was £17,979m with reported profit before taxation of 
£2,645m. 
 
British Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly owned subsidiary of BT Group plc and encompasses virtually all 
business and assets of the BT Group. BT Group plc is listed on stock exchanges in London and New York. For more 
information, visit www.btplc.com  
 


